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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious. Most Merciful.  
 

Preface  
 

I started research work on Imam Ahmed Raza Khan 
of Bareilly in 1970. It was the time when teachers, scholars, 
researchers, at the Colleges, Universities and Research 
Institutes were not aware of Imam Ahmed Raza Khan. 
Truly speaking I myself was in darkness and quite Unaware 
of his astonishing qualities. I started the work and after 
sometime I felt that I was at the threshold of a huge treasure 
of knowledge and Science. I tried to present it to the 
scholars of the World. They were wonderstruck and 
applauded with one voice this genius of the East. They 
expressed their views and impressions without any 
hesitation and doubt as if they were in broad day-light. 
Among them were professors, researchers, judges, 
governors, ministers, commanders, journalists, politicians, 
historians, economists etc.  

Now I am presenting their views, impressions and 
reflections to my dear readers. I am thankful to my 
colleague Prof. Zainuddin Siddiqui for translating this book 
into English which was originally written in Urdu and 
published by Markazi Majlis-e-Imam-e-Azam, Lahore in 
1989. 1 am also deeply indebted to my dearest friend 
Allama Muhammad Ibrahim Khushtar Siddiqui Razavi the 
world-known preacher of Islam for publishing this book.  

It is earnestly hoped that the readers will study this 
book with open mind and open heart, introduce Imam 
Ahmed Raza in their own circles and try to know more and 
more about this Versatile “Genius of the East”. No doubt 
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he was a pride for the whole Muslim World. Today many  
scholars and researchers are busy in the study of Imam 
Ahmed Raza’s life and thoughts in various Universities of 
Asia Africa Europe and America. There was a time when 
modern readers knew nothing about this genius. Now the 
table has turned and he is known to all. Many thanks to 
Almighty Allah!  

 

10th Shawwa1 1413  Muhammad Masud Ahmed 
14th April 1992  Principal  
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CHRONICLE OF IMAM AHMED RAZA  
 

BY  
 

PROF. DR. MUHAMMAD MASUD AHMED  
 

TRANSLATED BY  
 

RASHID HASAN QADRI  
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT HABIB BANK LIMITED  

KARACHI  
 

1. Birth 10th Shawwal, 1272 A.H. 14th June 1856 AD  
 
2. Completion of Holy Quran 1   1276 1860  
 
3. Maiden Speech     1278 1881  
 
4. Maiden Literary work in Arabic   1285 1868  
 
5. Conferment Certificate of meritorious  1286 1869 
learning2  
 
6. Incepience of giving verdict on the  1286 1869 
religious matters conferred.3  
 
7. Introduction of teaching.4    1286 1869  
 
8. Marriage      1291 1874  
 
9. Birth of first Son, Mawlana Mohammad  1292 1875  
Hamid Raza Khan.  
 
11. Oath of religious allgiance and permiss-  1294 1877  
ion to take Oath  
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12. Maiden book in Urdu    1294 1877  
 
13. First Haj pilgrimage and visit to sacred  1295 1878 
places in Makka and Madinatual Munawwara  
 
14. Permission for authentic quoting and  
explanation of Ahadeeth  
 
(i) From Sheikh Ahmed bin Zain Bin  
Dahian Maki and  
 
(ii) From Sheikh Abid al-Sindhi, pupil  
Imam Kaaba Sheikh Hussain Bin  
Swaleh Jamalull Lail Makki.6  
 
15. Imam Kaaba Sheikh Hussain Bin  1295 1878  
Swaleh Jamalull Lail Makki observed hallow  
(divine light) on the face of Ahmed Raza.  
 
16. Revelation of absolution at Masjid  1295 1878  
Haneef, Makka7  
 
17. Verdict of prohibition of marriage with  1298 1881 
women folk of present days Jews and  
Christians.  
 
18. Check on Movement of Prohibition of  1298 1881  
Cow Slaughtering.  
 
19. Maiden Persian book.    1299 1882  
 
20. Glorious poem in Urdu ‘Qasida-e-  1303 1885  
Mairajia’  
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21. Birth of second son Muhammad Mus-  1310 1892  
tafa Raza Khan., the great Mufti  
 
22. Participation in foundation Ceremony  1311 1893 
 of Nadawat-ul- Ulema  
 
23. Disassociation from the movement of  1315 1897 
Nadawat-ul- Ulema  
 
24. Scholarly research on prohibition of  1316 1898 
ladies going to graveyards.  
 
25. Writing of Qasida in Arabic ‘Amal-ul-  1318 1900  
Abrar wa Alam-al-Ashrar’.  
 
26. Participation in 7 days congregation on  1318 1900  
Anti Nadawat-ul- Ulema at Patna.  
 
27. Title of ‘Mujaddid of present century’  1318 1900  
from religious scholars of India.  
 
28. Foundations 3f Dar al-Uloom Manzar-  1322 1904  
e-Islam Bareily.  
 
29. Second Hajj Pilgrimage.    1323 1905  
 
30. Joint enquiry from Imam Kaaba   1324 1906  
Sheikh Abdullah Mirdad and his teacher Sheikh  
Hamid Ahmed Muhammad Jaddadi Makki and  
Scholarly reply by Ahmed Raza8 on the Scholars  
of Makka Mukarramah and Madina al-Munawwara9  
 
32. Arrival at Karachi and meeting with  1324 1906  
Mawlana Abdul Karim Dars Sindhi.  
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33. Glowing tributes paid by Hafiz al-  1325 1907  
Kutubul Haram Syed Ismail Khalil Makki on  
a verdict by Imam Ahmed Raza in Arabic.  
 
34. Acknowledgment of reviviscence of  1330 1912  
Ahmed Raza by Sheikh Hidayatullah Bin Muhammad  
Bin Muhammad Saeed Ai-Sindhi Muhajir Makki10  
 
35. Translation of Quran in Urdu, Called  1330 1912 
Kanz-ul- Iman Fi Tarjumatul Qur’an.  
 
36. Title ‘Imam-al-Aimma al-Mujaddid Ii  1330 1912 
Hadhihi al-Umma by Sheikh Musa Ali Shami  
Alazhari.  
 
37. Title of ‘Khatim-aI-Fuqaha wa al-  1330 1912 
Muhadethin’ by Hafiz Kutubul Haram Syed  
Ismail Khalil Makki.  
 
38. Scholarly reply to the published question 1331 1913  
 on Isosceles by Dr. Sir Ziauddin.  
  
39. Announcement of a Revolutionary  1331 1913 
Reformative Programme for the Islamic  
Nation.  
 
40. Scholarly reply to the question of  1331 1913  
Mr. Justice Muhammad Din of Bahawalpur  
High Court.  
 
41. Critical review on Agreement with  1331 1913 
British Government on the matters of  
Kanpur Mosque.  
 
42. Dr. Sir Zia al-din arrived at Bareily to  1332 1914 
discuss the scholarly matters with  
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Imam Ahmed Raza.  
 
43. Refusal to attend the British Court and  1334 1916 
absence accepted by the court.  
 
44. Letter to the Chief Justice of Deccan  1334 1916 
State.  
 
45. Foundation of Jamaat-e-Raza-i-Mustafa  1336 1917 
 Bareily.  
 
46. Research on prohibition of prostration  1337 1918  
for respect.  
 
47. Flouting of professies of American  1338 1919  
Professor Albert F. Porta.  
 
48. Scholarly Research against the   1338 1920  
theories propounded by Issac Newton  
and Einstein.  
 
49. Research against theory of rotation of  1338 1920 
earth.  
 
50. Research against theories of   1338 1921 
Philosophers of old Schools of thoughts.  
  
 
51. Last word on two nation theory.   1339 1921  
 
52. Disclosure of secret planning in Tahreek  1339 1921  
-e-Khilafat.  
 
53. Disclosure of secret mind behind Teh-  1339 1921  
reek-e-Tark-e-Mawalat.  
 



 
 

 
Imam Ahmad Raza Reflections & Impressions alahazratnetwork.org 

13

54. Historical declaration against the   1339 1921  
blame of aiding and assisting of Britishers.  
55. Death (at the age of 68 years) 25 Safar 1340 Ah  
28th October 1921.  
 
56. Condolence note by editor Paisa   1340 1921  
Akhbar Lahore.  
 
57. Condolence Article by the Great Scholar of Sind 
Sarshar Uquali Thatvi.  
 
58. Tributes by the Justice D.F Mullah of Bombay High 
Court.  
 
59. Tributes by Allama Dr. Muhammad Iqbal.  
 
 
Notes:  
 
(1) In Muslims as a tradition, the child is first taught t read 
Qur’an as the first book in his educational Carrier. Usually 
a child when is of age of 4 years 4 months 4 he is given the 
first lesson, the ceremony is called ‘Bismillah’.  
 
(2) When a person completes a prescribed final course, 
which includes Tafseer, Hadith, Fiqh, Logic, Philo etc in 
Arabic he is conferred qualification of his a. complishment 
which is called ‘Dastar-e-Fazilat’.   
 
(4) When his verdicts were to be taken as final word of 
authority on religious matters.  
 
(5)”Bayat and Khilafat” as they are called. When a person 
submits himself to religious Scholarly and Pious person — 
takes Oath or bayat and when he is permitted to take Oath 
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from others Khilafat.  
 
(6) “Ilm-e-Hadeeth” knowledge of Prophet’s (Allah’s 
Grace and Peace be upon him) sayings. As these sayings 
(Ahadeeth) are the great source, after Qur’an of 
commitments. A person has to prove his ability of 
memorizing the Adadees and narrating with all the sources. 
It is examined tallied and certified by the authorities having 
such authorities in Ahadeeth. Sheikh Ahmed bin Zain Bin 
Dahlan Makki and Sheik Abdur Rehman Siraj and Imam 
Kaaba Sheikh Hussain bin Swaleh Jamalull Lail Makki 
were three source of Ilm-e-Hadeeth at that time.  
 
(7)Through meditation God Almighty revealed the 
acceptance of submission, devotion and prayers of Ahmed 
Raza.  
 
(8)These two were great scholars of Islam at that time and 
were most reverenced and respected amongst Scholars. 
They were impressed by the Fatwa of Ahmed Raza and his 
approach to the pressed by the Fatwa of Ahmed Raza and 
his approach to the problems. Once upon Imam Ahmed 
Raza called on Sheikh Mirdad at Makka and on departure 
touched his knees, Sheikh said in Arabic, ‘We should be in 
your feet and shoes’.  
 
(9)Ahmed Raza had reached the appex of authority and his 
certification was an honour for those scholars for those 
scholars.  
 
(10)Sheikh Hidayatullah himself was recognized as the 
greatest scholars of his times. In terms of Hadeeth-i-Rasool 
‘SALLAL LAHO ALAIH.E-WASALLAM’ in every century  
there would be a virgin honour as Mujaddid, the Revivalist, 
who will correct the people in religious matters who have 



 
 

 
Imam Ahmad Raza Reflections & Impressions alahazratnetwork.org 

15

gone astray and guide time to the correct path of Islam in 
the light of Qur’an and Sunnah.  
(11) Dr. Ziauddin was himself a global renowned authority 
on Mathematics.   
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SAINTS AND SAVANTS  
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(1) 
Allama Hidayatullah Sindhi Muhajir Madani  

 
A versatile genius, leading scholar, eminent jurist of 

his time and staunch up-holder of Holy Prophet’s traditions 
revivalist of Present Century who devoted himself with all 
the energy at his command to the cause of ‘Deen mateen’ 
safeguard, protect and promote the time spirit of ’Shariah’. 
He cared least for the scoldings and sarcasms of their who 
do not agree with him in the interpretation of the ways of 
‘Allah’. He did not run after the paraphernalia of worldly 
life, preferred to spend his capabilities to compose the 
poetry in praise of Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace and Peace 
be upon him). He appears to be absorbed all the time in the 
ecstasy of Holy Prophet’s love and affection. It is quite 
impossible to assess the time worth of his ‘Natia Poetry’ 
which overflows with love and affection and excels in 
literary beauty. His reward in this world and the world 
hereafter can not be imagined. Mawlana Abdul Mustafa 
Shaikh Ahmed Raza Khan Hanafi Quadri deserves the 
highest title of scholar ship. May Allah bless him with a 
long life. Allah is aware of his unparallel depth of 
knowledge both visible and invisible and lot the masses of 
Ummah avail the benefits of his thought and acumen.  
(1921/1330)  

(Maarif-i-Raza, Karachi, 1986, Page No.102)  
(2)  

Allama Sayyid Muhammad Muhadith Kachhochawi  
 

Once upon a time I had the opportunity to recite the 
Qaseeda-e-Merajia (a long poem regarding Holy Prophet 
Empyrean vogue) in my own style in a select gathering of 
men of letters at Lucknow. I then asked about the literary 
worth of the poem. Everybody was overwhelmed and they 
all exclaimed that the language is superb, pure, and divine.  

(Nasim Bastaw; Mujaddid-i-Islam, P.164)  
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(3)  
 

Allama Mufti Muhammad Mazarullah, Shahi Imam  
Masjid Fatehpuri, Delhi, India  

 
Once I enquired about the ‘holy sacrifice’ offered 

by the Muslims from Ala-Hazrat Raza Khan. He in a 
written reply described innumerable kinds of sheeip which 
was a matter of surprise for me. I kept his letter with me. It 
so happened that Mawlana Kifayat Ullah came to see me 
and by chance he saw that letter. He was astounded and 
said ‘No doubt his learning and knowledge knows no 
boundaries’.  

(Weekly Hujum, Delhi, Imam Ahmed Raza  
Special Issue, Dec. 198, Page No6 Col. 3-4)  

 
(4)  

 
Ziya-al-Mashaikh Allama Muhammad Ibrahim  

Farooqui Mujaddidi, Kabul, Afghanistan.  
 

No doubt Mufti Ahmed Raza Khan Bareilvi was a 
great scholar. He had the in sight in the norms of Muslim 
conduct and behaviour and stages of spiritual 
transcendentalism.  

His competence as regards exposition and 
explanation of Islamic thought; his approach to the inner 
knowledge deserves high praise and his contributions in 
Islamic Jurisprudence will always be remembered in 
respect of there relevance to the basic principles of Ahl-e-
Sunnat wa al Jamat. Finally it is not an exaggeration to 
state that his research works shall always serve as a beacon 
light for those who traverse this faith.  

(Maqbool Ahmed Chishti: Paghamat-i-Yum-i-Raza, 
Lahore, P. 18)  
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(5)  
 

Allama Ata Muhammad Bandyalwi,  
Sargodha (Pakistan)  

 
Hazrat Bareilvi (R.A) has written about a thousand 

treatises. He exhaustively dealt with every topic he touched 
but the most glorious wish is his Urdu translation and 
explanation of Holy Qur’an entitled Kanz ul-Iman. Indeed 
there is no parallel. Real worth of this monumental  
work can be evaluated by those scholars only who possess 
vast and deep knowledge of various other translations and 
explanations of high standard in Urdu. Ala Hazrat kept the 
same pattern as adopted by the renowned writers but he 
excelled in the explanation and expansion of the most 
difficult and complicated subject matter in relatively few 
and simple words.  

(Paghamat-i-Yum-i-Raza, P.47)  
 

(6) 
 

Zaid Abdul Hasan Farooqui Mujaddid, Khanqah-i 
Mazhariyya Delhi  

 
A renowned theologian and great saint of Delhi 

Hazrat Abul Hassan Zaid Farooqui Mujaddid A1-Azhari 
acknowledged the unrivalled mastery of Mawlana Ahmed 
Raza Khan over jurisprudence and other branches of 
learning in the following words: 

 
“None can deny the erudition of Mawlana Ahmed  

Raza Khan in the field of Fiqh. He was, no doubt the 
greatest Faqih (Jurist) of his time”.  
He added::  
Kifyat al Mufti of Mawlana Kifayat Allah (compiled and 
published by Mawlana Hafiz al-Rahman Wasif, Delhi) is 
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simply of little value to me, as it provides no reference or 
‘citation. Hence its validity is questionable. On the contrary 
the Fatawa of Ahmed Raza are not only argumentatively 
convincing and rational but are supported by authentic 
references. They are unique depth and magnitude and 
broaden ones horizons of vision. They are an assets to 
know and remember scores of references. One  
should not however, look to that image of Ahmed Raza 
which the pseudo-scholars have envisaged. There was no 
equal to him in scholarship and the profound knowledge of 
jurisprudence among his contemporaries.  

 
(Quoted from a despatch of Mawlana Muhammad  

Mukarram, Fathpuri Mosque, Delhi  
Dated, December 18, 1975)  

 
(7)  

 
A1lama Mufti Mohammad Mukarram Ahmed, Shahi  

Imam, Masjid Fatehpuri, Delhi, India  
 

In the second half of the 19th Century a child was 
born at Bareilly India who was destined by Allah Almighty 
to be a versatile scholar and a great genius of his time to 
protect, safeguard and re-establish the true spirit of basic 
principles of Din-e-Islam. He is remembered as Imam 
Ahmed Raza Khan.  

(Weekly, Hujum New Delhi, 
 Dec, 1988 P.4. C0L1)  

 
(8)  

 
Mawlvi Ashraf Ali Thanwi, Thana Bhawan (India)  

 
I have great respect for Ahmed Raza Khan, 

although he calls me a non-believer as heathen , because I 
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am fully aware that it is not due to any other reason but on 
account of his immense and passionate love and affection 
for the Holy Prophet’s prsona1ity.  

(Weekly Chatan, Lahore, 23rd April 1962)  
  

(9)  
 

Sayyid Abul Hassan All Nadvi Nazim-i-Nudwat ul 
Ulema Lukhnow  

 
He was a believer in forbidding prostration for 

respect which is evident from his book entitled Sujud  
al-Tahayya etc. This comprehensive work amply 
demonstrates the depth of learing and strength of skillful 
logic.  

He was not only a well-read, well-informed great 
scholar but also prolific compiler and writer. There is no 
parallel to his acute insight in the Hanfi Jurisprudence. His 
Fatawa (judicial opinions) as collected in Kifl al-Faqih al-
Fahim fi Ahkam-i-Qirtas al-Darahim is one testimony to 
this effect. He had masterly knowledge of Mathematics, 
Physics, Astronomy, Astrology etc. In fact he was a man of 
versatile learning.  

During his stay at Makka and Madina (1324/1906) 
he wrote several treatises and gave verdicts to some 
questions received from the scholars. They were dumb 
stricken to see his vast information on the text of books on 
Muslim Jurisprudence and disputed dogmas; his rapid 
writing and intelligence.  

(Nuzha al-Khawatir etc. Hyderabad (A.P.) 1971, 
Vol VIII, p.39)  

 
(10)  

Sayyid Abu Ala Maudoodi, Lahore, Pakistan  
I have great regard of the high standard of scholarship of 

Mawlana Ahmed Raza Khan. In fact he possesses in depth 
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knowledge of religious thought. His scholarly talent is 
acknowledged even by those who do not agree with him on 

many controversial issues.  
(Maqalat-i-Yum-i-Raza, Vol. I-II, P. 60)  

 
(11) 

Shah Moinuddin Ahmed Nadwi, Nazim Darul 
Musannifin Azamgarh, India.  

 
Late Maulana Ahmed Raza Khan was a scholarly 

writer having vast knowledge and vision. He had extensive 
study and deep understanding of Hadith (Holy Prophet’s 
tradition) and jurisprudence. His judicions opinnions to 
various queries from different scholars show unique 
competence and comprehensive vision of thought, Quranic 
insight and creative ingenuity.  

His Fatawa (Judicions opinnions) are worth reading 
for friends and foes alike.  

(Monthly Maarif, Azamgarh, India, 1962.)  
 

(12)  
 

Malik Ghulam Ali, Naib Amir Jamaat Islami, Pakistan.  
 

We had been so far in a great misunderstanding 
about Ahmed Raza Khan. After going through his various 
Fatawa (Judicions opinions) and other works I am 
convinced that the depth of knowledge that he enjoys is 
very rare in religious scholars.  

 
Love and affection for Holy Prophet (peace be upon 

him) overflows from his pen in every line he writes.  
(Weekly Shahab, Lahore, 20th Nov. 1962.)  
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(13) 
 

Allama Abdul Hamid, Vice Chanceller,  
Al-Jamia A1-Nizamiya, Hyderabad (India)  

 
Maulana Ahmed Raza Khan was a sword of Islam 

and a great commander for the cause of Islam. He may be 
justifiably called an invincible fort that helped to defend the 
basic tenants and ideas of Ahl-i-Sunnat wa-Jamat.  

 
It is an account of his untiring efferts that due 

respect and regard for the massenger of Allah Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (Peace be upon him) and other Sufis and saints 
of Islam is still alive in the Muslim society. His opponents 
had to mend their ways. No doubt he is leader (Imam) of 
Ahle-Sunnah. His written and complied works reflect 
immence depth and vision.  

(Muhammad Yasin Akhtar Misbahi; Imam Ahmed 
Raza Arbab-i-Ilm-o--Danish Ki Nazar Main, 

 Allahabad, India, 1977 p.145) 
 

(4) 
 

Dr. Sir. Ziauddin, Vice Chancellor,  
Muslim University Aligarh, India.  

 
Was an unassuming man of pleasant manners and 

morals, had deep insight in Mathematics although he was 
not formerly educated by any teacher. It was an inner 
divine gifted inherent knowledge. My quarry pertained to a 
theory or knotting problems of Mathematics but his manner 
arid explanation was spontaneous as if he already carried a 
research in it. Now there is none so well-versed in India.  

Such a great scholar I think there is none. Allah has 
bestowed upon him such a knowledge that is amazing. His 
insight in the fields of Mathematics, Euclid, Algebra and 
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timings is astonishing, A mathematical problem that J 
could not solve despite my best efforts this learned genious 
explained it in a few moments,  

(Muhammad Burhanul Haque; Ikram4-Imam 
Ahmad Raza, Lahore, 1981 p. 59-60.)  

 
(15)  

 
Allama Allauddin Siddiqui, Vice Chancellor,  

Punjab University, Lahore.  
 

Just as Islam is unique among various religions, in 
the same manner Ahle-Sunnat Wa-Jama’at is peculiar 
among all Muslim scholars of thought. There was a time 
when fundamental religious values were being undermined. 
It was in this crucial period Maulana Ahmed Raza come 
forward and with struggle restored their pristine glory. 
Allama was Imam-e-Ahle-Sunnat in true sense of the term. 
Muslim must follow his teaching.  

(Abd al-Nabi Kaukab; Maqalat-i-Yum-i-Raza,  
vol.11, Lahore, 1968. p.17.)  

 
(16)  

 
Prof. Karrar Hussain, Vice Chancellor, Baluchistan  

University, Quetta, (Baluchistan)  
 

I am impressed by his personality because it was he 
who gave pivotel role to the love and effection of Holy 
Prophet without which Islam is a body without soul.  

 
(Muhammad Murid Ahmed Chishti, Khayaban-i-

Yum-i-Raza, Lahore, 1982, p.85.)  
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(17) 
 

Dr. Jamil Jalibi, Vice Chancellor, Karachi University,  
Karachi.  

 
 

Maulana Ahmed Raza Khan Bareilvi was an 
eminent jurist, leading scholar, scientist, Natia poet, a keen 
observer of Shariah and a saint. His crowning scholarship 
can be imagined by the fact that he had commanding 
knowledge of about 54 branches of various sciences and 
humanities. He has contributed valuable works in almost all 
of them. He left behind more than a thousand treatises.  

(Maarif-i-Raza, Karachi, 1986, p.87)  
 

(18)  
 

Prof. Dr. Manzoor uddin Ahmed, Vice Chancellor,  
University of Karachi.  

 
The reality is that on reading several books of Imam 

Ahmed Raza, I have come to the conclusion that through 
his writings and speeches, the Fatawa (inquisitions) and 
hundreds of small and bulky treatises, he has struggled for 
the revival of Islam, and as a reward he was declared as the 
Mujaddid (reformer) of his century by the Ulema (scholars 
of Islam) and particularly the scholars of Mecca and 
Madina (the Harmain Sharifain).  

 
With Imam Raza’s many characteristics, there is 

also one that the questioner (the man who asks for a Fatawa 
for a certain affair) was answered in the same language in 
which he placed his question, this practice was so much so 
that the poetical questions were answered in the same 
poetical order, and then in Arabic, Persian and Urdu 
languages, included in his well known work, ‘Fatawa-e-
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Rizvia’. I have gone through many Fatawa, and some of 
them may be categorized as research essays of the highest 
value, where in he has quoted one hundred and fifty 
sources at a single point in support of his views.  

(Imam Ahmed Raza Conference Souvenir, 
 Karachi, 1985, p19)  
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(19)  
 

Dr. Sayyid Abdullah, Chairman Deptt. of  
Encyclopaedia of Islam University of Punjab,  

Lahore (Pakistan)  
 

Scholar is said to be the mind and spokesman of the 
nation specially that scholar who derives inspiration, 
thought and vision from Holy Quran and Prophets 
traditions is a narration of divine knowledge and exponent 
of divine scheme. He is the voice of creator, a benefactor of 
mankind. It is not an over statement or exaggeration but the 
acceptance of truth to call that Ahmed Raza is such a 
scholar.  

 
He is indeed renowned scholar, great philosopher, 

eminent Jurist, man of vision, interpreter of Holy Quran 
and Prophets traditions and a spell bound orator.  

(Payghamat-e-Yum-Raza, Lahore, 1971, p.25)  
 

(20)  
 

Dr. Abid Ahmed Ali, Incharge, Baitul Quran,  
Punjab Public Library, Lahore.  

 
1930-35 is the period in which Allama Iqbal visited 

Aligarh almost every year. My learned teacher Prof. Syed 
Suleman Ashraf (Head of the Deptt. of relegion), invited 
the poet philosopher to a dinner. Fortunately I was also 
there. During informal talk a reference was made to  
Maulana Raza Khan Bareilvi. Allama expressed his opinion 
in the following words: 

“He was a learned scholar having qualities of keen 
observation and superb intellengence. He occupied eminent 
place as regards juristic insight.  
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Study of his Fatawa (Judicions opinions) revealed 
his high calibre in the relevant interpretations of 
fundamental laws to the new emerging situations.  

 
He was an outstanding jurist of his time in Indo-Pak 

sub-continent. It is difficult to find any other personality so 
creative and wise in the fields of Islamic jurisprudence, in 
the last era of Muslim India’.  

(Maqalat-i-Yum-i-Raza, vol.111,  
Lahore, 1971, p.21)  

 
(21)  

 
Dr. Muhammad Tahirul Qadiri  

Founder Tahrik-i-Minhaj ul Quran, Lahore.  
 

It is pleasant surprise to have a look at the 
multifarious services rendered by Maulana Ahmed Raza 
Khan Bareilvi towards Islam. He appears to be a reformer 
an interpreter and innovator at the same time.  
If we assess his work from the viewpoint of faith and 
attachment to the particular school of thought he seems an 
innovator and interpreter. From the viewpoints of 
jurisprudence he is a creative jurist. Finally as a man of 
Tariqat () he is a great reformer.  

(Dr. Muhammad Tahirul Qadri: Hazrat  
Maulana Ahmed Raza Khan Bareilvi ka  

Ilmi Nazm, Lahore, 1988, p. 15.)  
 

(22)  
 

Prof. Muhammad Rafiullah Siddiqui, Director of 
College Education, Hyderabad, Region — Hyderabad.  

 
Let the thoughtful or thinking minds recall the 

circumstances of Muslims in 1912 when Hazrat Ahmed 



 
 

 
Imam Ahmad Raza Reflections & Impressions alahazratnetwork.org 

31

Raza Khan appealed to the Umma to control conspicuous 
consumption and save money to use for productive per- 
poses. Now everywhere the governments are emphasizing 
the need of austerity to solve the multifarious economic 
problems. Will the men of vision not realise the 
farsightedness of the late Ala-Hazrat Bareilvi. J M Keynes 
was awarded the highest title for the same preposition and 
exposition which Mawlana Bareilvi had disclosed at least 
24 years before him. Alas! Muslims did riot pay heed to his 
advice.  

(Maarif-e-Raza, Karachi, 1981 p.57) 
  
 

(23) 
 

Dr. Wahid Qureshi (formerly) Chairman, Muqtadera  
Qaumi Zuban, Islamabad.  

 
Imam Ahmed Raza’s academic conquests and 

insight of fiqh are manifested over a vast majority of the 
people of the world. He communicated a message to the 
Muslims at a critical juncture of time when there was 
nothing but a mess of frustration and indigence, and the 
Indian Muslims were over clouded by humiliation, 
ignorance and poverty. At the present time over country is 
passing through a horrible crisis, and also facing both 
internal and external dangers so it is most essential that the 
Imam Sahib’s message should be spreaded everywhere; a 
line of action should be determined in the light of his 
teachings and the guiding principles showed by him should 
be employed fully in order to provide water of life to our 
dini (the religious) and worldly life.  

 
(Imam Ahmed Raza Conference,  

Souvenir Karachi, 1987, p.24.)  
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(24)  
 

Prof. Dr. Abdul Wahid Halepota, Chairman Council of  
Islamic Ideology, Government of Pakistan.  

 
Ala-Hazrat Maulana Shah Ahmed Raza Khan is 

such an ingenious personality of the Indo-Pakistan sub-
continent whose academic position and legal insight has 
general recognizance. His multifarious achievements 
deserve that those should be spread on the international 
level. His greatest of all deeds is that he beautified the 
hearts of the Muslim with the love for the Holy Prophet 
through his academic wonders, sweet speeches and most 
valuable Natia Kalam poetry in praise of the Holy Prophet.  

 
This is the call of time that his accomplished works 

should be studied on research lines which will help not only 
in raising the academic level of the readers but it will also 
create so vast broad mindedness in them strengthening the 
ways of mutual union and unity in the rank and file of the 
Muslim Ummah.  

(Imam Ahmed Raza Conference  
Souvenir Karachi, 1988 page 12)  

 
(25)  

 
Dr. N.A.Baluch Advisor National Hijrah Council  

Islamabad.  
1 

To revitalize the spirit of learning and research in 
Pakistan it is necessary to seek inspiration and guidance 
from both the present and the past sources of knowledge. 
Ala Hazrat Fazil-e-Brailvi Shah Imam Ahmed Raza Khan 
set an example both in faith and learning for the posterity to 
follow. Idara-e-Tahqeeqat-e-Imam Ahmed Raza is 
rendering a great service by organizing annual conferences 
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to highlight the scholarly contribution of the great saint 
scholar.  
 

2  
 

The highly honoured saint scholar Ahmed Raza 
Khan was one of the greatest Muslim luminaries of the 
Indo-Pakistan sub continent. His contribution towards 
strengthening the foundation of the faith and advancing the 
cause of education and scientific knowledge stands 
unexcelled in many respects. He was a great teacher of his 
times and also a great leader in religious, social and 
political thought. The Barelvi Movement founded by him 
contributed not only to the religious revival among the 
Muslims but also to their political consciousness which also 
strengthened the Pakistan Movement.  

(Imam Ahmed Raza Conference  
Karachi Souvenir 1988 page 13)  

 
(26)  

 
Prof. Preshan Khattak (Former chairman) Pakistan  

Academy of Letters Govt. of Pakistan.  
 

Irnam Ahmed Raza’s personality needs no 
introduction to the Muslims of the Indo-Pakistan. Such a 
rare cyclopedic person is born after a long awaiting period. 
He served as a search light for his own people, and proved 
a strong rock for the powers of persecution and cruelty. 
Nobody can suspect about his knowledge and greatness. 
The Holy Prophet   has declared the academic differences 
as a source of blessings and goodness for the evolution of 
the Din (Islam) and civilizations. This has opened new 
vistas of thinking, and has helped creating more vastness 
and comprehension in the Din (Islam) in order to cope with 
the needs of the changing time. Imam Ahmed Raza Bareilvi 
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has completed an important role for the evolution of the 
Islamic thinking in the sub-continent. And it is not so easy 
to present and interpret the Islamic teachings in the present 
age without making use of his writings and views.  

(Imam Ahmed Raza Conference Souvenir  
Karachi, 1987 Page No.23)  

  
(27)  

 
Prof. Dr. Sayyid Jamaluddin, Director Zakir Hussain  

Institute of Islamic Studies & Jamia Milliyya, New  
Delhi (India)  

 
Ahmed Raza Khan wrote over a thousand books and 
pamphlets which influenced many. He founded a dar-ul-
ulum called Manzar-ul-Islam in 1905 which was able to 
draw students from different ‘regions in India. His views 
were sought on a wide variety of social, religious and 
political affairs, and he provided guidance to many 
including those from established Khanqahs. Many of his 
disciples and Khalifas later founded madrasas which soon 
developed into important spiritual centers. Some took up 
teaching, such as Mawlana Sulaiman Ashraf who headed 
the theology department of the M A 0 College. Aligarh:, 
while others swelled the ranks of the Pesh-Imams in the 
mosques.  
 

(Maarif-e-Raza Vol XI International  
Edition, 1991, P.42)  
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Professors  
 

(Pakistan)  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Imam Ahmad Raza Reflections & Impressions alahazratnetwork.org 

36

 
(28)  

 
Prof. Dr. Ghulam Mustafa Khan  

Head of the department of Urdu Sindh  
University, Jamshoro, Sind (Pakistan)  

 
(1)  

 
Allama Hazrat Ahmed Raza Khan is among the 

Outstanding scholars. His deep learning, intelligence, 
vision and acumen surpassed that of great contemporary 
thinkers, professors, renowned scholars and orientalists. 
Indeed there is hardly any branch of learning that is din to 
him.  

(Weekly Ufaq, Karachi 22nd, 
 January, 1979. P.10)  

 
(2)  

 
It will be advisable to refer to a Devotee of the Holy 

Prophet (S.A.S.) viz Mawlana Ahmed Raza Khan (d.1340/ 
1921) from whom our writers continued to turn a deaf ear 
but perhaps he was the only Muslim Theologian who used 
countless Urdu idioms in his prose and poetry and made 
Urdu poetry sublime by his scholarship and for whom the 
love of the Holy Prophet (S.A.S.) was the main stay of 
Sufism.  

 
 

(Extention lecture at the University of Karachi)  
 

 
 



 
 

 
Imam Ahmad Raza Reflections & Impressions alahazratnetwork.org 

37

(29)  
 

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Ayub Qadri  
Head of the department of Urdu, Urdu College,  

Karachi (Pakistan)  
 

The learned Mawlana Ahmed Raza Khan (1856- 
1921) was a famous scholar, jurist, Mathematician, writer 
and genious. He had special insight in Mathematics. There 
is no parallel to expertise in jurisprudence.  

(Maarif-e-Raza, Karachi, 1983 page. 107)  
 

(30)  
 

Prof. Dr. Farman Fatehpuri,  
Department of Urdu, Karachi University,  

Karachi, (Pakistan)  
 

Mawlana Ahmed Raza Khan tops the lists of the 
religious scholars who conferred Naatia poetry (poems in 
the praise of Holy Prophet). He was born in 1856 and died 
in 1921. Mawlana Hali, Shibli, Amir Minai and Akbar 
Allahabadi were his contemporaries. He specialised in 
comparing poetry on the pious life and conduct of Holy 
Prophet.  

 
Mawlana was a staunch follower of Shariah in 

thought and action. His Naats, Salam and Manqabat, 
reflect passionate affection and heart felt devotion. Simple, 
spontaneous and refined expressions are the main  
characteristics of his poetry.  

 
His A1aats, Salam are commonly recited in the 

religious congregation.  
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The under-mentioned Salam and Naat are very 
popular. His poetic collection entitled Hadaiq-e- 
Bakhshish is being published frequently.  

(Dr. Farman Fatehpuri; Urdu Ki Na’tiyya  
Shairi, Lahore, page No. 86)  

 
(31)  

 
Prof. Dr. Surur Akbarabadi, Karachi, Pakistan.  

 
On account of his excellent Natia poetry, his vast 

learning, deep insight in religious and temporal affairs, 
sagacity and scholarly achievements of Mawlana Ahmed 
Raza Khan enjoy an eminent place of immortal fame.  

 
Every word of his couplets, reflects the deep 

affection, submission and intensive love for the Holy 
Prophet with the result that listeners become overwhelmed 
with joy and unknown delight.  

 
Indeed the coming generation will draw inspiration 

from his poetry to achieve meaningful success.  
(Weekly Hujum, New Delhi,  

Dec. 1988, p. 5, Col,5)  
  

(32)  
 

Prof. Dr. Pir Muhammad Hasan, Shaykh-uI-Adab,  
Islamia University, Bahawalpur (Pakistan)  

 
Mawlana was a prolific writer. He wrote large 

number of treatises. It was due to the fact that his head and 
heart had surging waves of knowledge which were heard to 
restrain. Shaikh Akbar once stated that he did not write 
books to be recognised as author but if he could have not 
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written he would have been exhaust by the over rising 
flames of knowledge.  

(Maqalat-i-yum-Raza, vol, II p.66)  
 

(33)  
 

Prof. Abrar Hussain, Department of Basic Sciences,  
Allama Iqbal Open University Islamabad-(Pakistan)  

 
Imam Ahmed Raza Khan had a commanding 

knowledge of about 55 branches of learning, 34 of them he 
acquired through self study. His authority in Mathematics 
is well recognised.  

(Maarif-i-Raza, Karachi, 1983,  
Page. NO. 209)  

 
(34)  

 
Prof. Karam Hussain Haidri,  

Institute of Islamic Research, Islamabad-(Pakistan)  
 

1 was not fully aware of the status and position of 
imam Ahmed Raza Khan until I had an opportunity to see 
his works and achievements. Through study of his life and 
works reveal the fact that he is a leading figure of very high 
standing.  

(Maarif-i-Raza, Karachi, 1985, P.67)  
 

(35)  
 

Dr. Ilahi Bux Akhtar Awan, Peshawar 
(Pakistan)  

 
Various aspects of his personality are very 

impressive and valuable. His real contributions in different 
fields are so comprehensive and exhaustive that man of 
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thought and vision find it difficult to pin point the most 
attractive and impressive aspect of his intellectual 
personality is so vast in every direction that sight is lost in 
the wilderness.  

(Dr. Ilahi Bux Awan, Irfan4.-Raza, MS 1979, p.7)  
  

(36)  
 

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Ishaque Quraishi,  
Head of the Department of Arabic,  

Govt. College Faisalabad. (Pakistan)  
 

Mawlana was a man of extensive learning. His 
knowledge knew no bounds. Whatever topic he dealt with 
his approach was exhaustive. In academic field his interests 
were multifarious. His memory was superb. Every word 
that he read left an everlasting impression in his mind. He 
had command over Urdu, Arabic, Persian and Hindi 
languaged. Possessed a deep penetrating mind hence it was 
not difficult for him to reach the very core of the matter. He 
was an acknowledged authority in his life time in most of 
the branches of knowledge.  

(Maarif-i-Raza, Karachi, 1 987,p.74)  
 

(37)  
 

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Tahir Malik, Chairman Depart 
men of Islamic Learning, University of Karachi.  

 
After a thorough study of many books and treatises 

of Imam Ahmed Raza, I have concluded that he gives much 
importance to the teacher, book, paper and school etc. in 
the articles allied to education. In our present day 
educational system, a teacher is no more estimated than a 
salaried servant, and the book is regarded as a collection of 
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letters and works. From our teaching institutions, the  
respect for the book and these teachers had faded away.  

 
That is why these restrictions between a teacher and 

a pupil has reduced to nothing at our schools, colleges and 
universities. Today, to ignore or forget the books of 
knowledge gifted by these teachers has become a common 
practice. One can see often the pupils dancing for pleasure 
on the teacher’s promenade and playing with their turbans. 
This all why for? The answer is lying with Mawlana 
Ahmed Raza Khan Bareilvi that our ideology of education 
lacks in high and sacred values. The Imam Sahib says:  
L(Keep in view the bons of your teachers. If respect is 
given to the paper the book and the Maktab (the school), 
this undesirable situation can’t happen”.  

 
(Imam Ahmed Raza Conference, Souvenir  

Karachi, 1988, p.23)  
 

(38)  
 

Prof. Khurshid Ahmed, Punjab University,  
Lahore.  

 
Mawlana Ahmed Raza Khan is the founder of 

Bareilvi school of thought and one of the most important 
scholars of the era. He had started writing in the last quarter 
of nineteenth century AD. and this continued till his death 
in 192 1.Apart from jurisprudence and Tafsir (commentry 
of Holy Quran) he was master in philosophy and 
Mathematics. The standard of his writings.  

(Fayyaz Mahmud; Tarikh-i-Adabiat-i-
Musa1manan-i-Pakistan-o- Hind (Lahore: 1972) 

 Vol X, Chp.IX, p.342.  
See also Vol. II, Chp. VII, p.407)  
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Professors  
(India)  
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(39)  
 

Prof. Dr. Mukhtaruddin Arzoo, Dean/Head of the  
Department of Arabic, Muslim University Aligarh 

(India).  
 

His affection and hatred was for the sake of Allah. 
Believers in Allah Almighty were his friends and non- 
believers his enemies.  

Followers of Allah and his last Prophet (P.BU.H.) 
were close and dear to him. He was not unkind to his 
personal opponents. He was never harsh to them but he 
never spared the enemies of Islam.  
Whole life of Ala-Hazrat was illumined by the glorious 
observance of Sunnat-i-Nabvi (S.A.).  

(Maarif-i-Raza, Karachi, 1981. p.78.)  
 

(40)  
 

Prof. Sayyid Abdul Qadir, Hyderabad-(India).  
 

He enjoyed a careted place as regards 
comprehensive knowledge and insight in the traditions 
(Hadith) of the Holy Prophet ( صلی اهللا علیہ وسلم) in his head 
and heart. Whatever subject he touched he would quote 
innumerable references of (Hadith) to detend over-all 
Islamic ideas and concepts or to condemn the heathen and 
alien precepts. The reader feels convinced and satisfied to 
and draws solace and consolation from his viewpoint.  

(Maarif-i-Raza, Karachi, 1985,P. 129)  
 

(41)  
Prof. Dr. Wahid Ashraf, Baroda University, Baroda  

(India) 
There is no dearth of renowned personalities in the 

history of Islam who made rich contribution in various field 
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of knowledge through their divine gifted dqualities of 
learning, wisdom and insight.  

 
Ibne-Sina, Umer Khayam, Imam Razi, Imam 

Ghazali, Al-Beruni, Farabi and Ibne-Rushd are few rich 
names that shall always be remembered with pride.  

 
Among them some one is renowned for philosoply 

and medicine, some other is famous for Mathematics, 
another in astrology yet another is known moral philosoply. 
Some one is expert in Greek thought etc. But the most 
outstanding personality was born in India and died in the 
present century. He was Ahmed Raza Khan Bareilvi who 
enjoyed such a command in various branches of knowledge 
that only experts of that special faculty can discuss fully 
and successfully.  

(Anwar-i-Raza, Lahore, 1977,P,547) 
 

42  
Prof. Dr. Malikzada Manzoor, Lucknow University,  

Lucknow, (India)  
 

Mawlana Ahmed Raza Khan was a learned scholar, 
a pious man of spiritual eminence and at the same time he  
was a devoted follower of holy prophet with deep sense of 
affection, reverence and love.  

 
He accomplished an intellectual revolution in the 

Muslims at large through his valuable contribution in 
various branches of learning and religion. 20th century is 
the witness to this effect.  
 

(Imam Ahmed Raza Arbab-i-Ilm-o-Danish  
Ki Nazar Main, Allahabad, P.127)  
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(43)  
 

Prof. Dr. Salam Sandailvi, Gorakhpur University,  
Gorakhpur (India)  

 
His personality and poetry can not be separated both 

are closely integrated. His poetry is expression of his 
personality such a cohesion of a person with his poetry is a 
rare phenomena in rdu literature.  

(Anwar-i-Raza, P.565)  
 

(44)  
 

Prof. Dr. Nasim Qureshi, Department of Urdu,  
Muslim University, Aligarh, (India)  

 
What a great privilege Allah has bestowed upon Ala 

Hazrat in the shape of divine gift of Natia poetry. His 
immense love and affection for the Holy Prophet( ) as 
reflected in the Natia poetry can not be justifiably assessed 
without calling him as Hassan -ui-Hind.  

(Imam Ahmed Raza, Arbab-i-Ilm-o-Danish Ki 
Nazar Main, p.127)  

 
(45)  

 
Dr. Hamid Mi Khan, Reader Department of Arabic,  

Muslim University, Aligarh, (1ndia)  
 

Imam Ahmed Raza was in fact a man of letter of 
eminence. He was energetic writer and compiler. His 
numerous works of high standard amply reflect his 
capabilities. It appears he did the job of years in months 
and that of months in hours. That astonished even the most 
prolific scholarly writers.  

(Imam Ahmed Raza Arbab etc. p.118)  
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(46)  
 

Prof. Dr. Iftikhar Azami, Department o Urdu,  
4uslim University, Aligarh, (India)  

 
It is possible to differ with Ahmed Raza Khan’s 

approach or the school of religious thought be propagates 
but no doubt he is a man of vast learning and sharp 
intellect. He is famous as a renowned religious scholar and 
very little attention has been given to his poetry works.  

 
His Natia Kalam Poetry is praise of Holy Prophet is 

so rich and super that he reasonably deserves a place 
among top class Natia poetry. His command over form and 
diction is excellent. His couplets are spontaneous and 
devised of unnecessary and cumbersome ornamentation.  
Since his heart is full of devotion and love for Holy Prophet 
his poetry reflects his sincere and passionate flow of 
affection.  

(lftikhar Azami; Armughani (-Haram, P.14)  
 

(47)  
 

Dr. Ghulam Yahya Anjum, Department of 
Comparative Religions, Hamdard University,  

New Delhi, (India)  
 

Imam Ahmed Raza Khan is an outstanding 
personality among 20th Century renowned scholars of 
Islam. Very few can claim his eminence because if any one 
has similarity with him in some particular field he lacks 
significant achievement in some other field in which Imam 
Raza is leading.  

 
(Maarif-i-Raza, Karachi, 1987, P.87) 
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(48) 
Dr. Hasan Raza Khan Azami, Patna 

(India)  
 

A study of the Fatwa-e-Rizvia judicious opinion of Ala 
Hazrat has revealed his multi dimensional personality tone.  
 
1. As a jurist his discussion reflect his reach of imagination, 
deep insight, wisdom, sagacity and unparalleled scholarly 
talent.  
 
2. I found him a great historian that goes on quoting 
numerous historical references to support his viewpoint in 
the matter under consideration.  
 
3. He appears to be a expert in Arabic grammar and diction 
side by side an inspiring Natia poet.  
 
4. He is observed as a great scholar of Hadith (tradition of 
Holy Prophet, when he mentions logical interpretation of A 
Hadith that he quotes.  
 
5. For this deep study of his works one finds in him not 
only a renowned jurist, a great logician but also an 
outstanding physicist, astronomer, mathematician, 
Philosopher, Philologist and Geographer where expertise 
covers the minute details of the subject.  

(Dr. Hasan Raza Khan: Faqih-i-Islam.  
Allahabad, 1981, P.12-i 3)  

 
(49)  

Prof. Wasim Bareilvi, Rohailkhand University,  
Bareily, U.P. India.  

 
Indian poet, Wasim Bareilvi, speaking at function 

organised in his honour on Monday night, emphasised the 
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need for fresh research on Ahmed Raza Khan Bareilvi and 
other Muslim scholars of the subcontinent particularly 
those from Bareilvi.  

 
Eulogizing Allama Ahmed Raza Khan Prof Wasim 

said that his services as pioneer of religious school is 
known to every body but his achievements as a writer have 
not been highlighted properly yet.   
 

He said that a research work on Allama Ahmed 
Raza Khan compiled in Rohailkhand under his supervision 
has made revelations regarding the writings of Allama 
Bareilvi. This research work is likely to challenge the 
history of Urdu prose as it proves that Allama Bareilvi 
should be counted as one of the pioneers of Urdu prose and 
as one of the great writers who spread modern thoughts in 
the subcontinent.  

 
(Dawn, Karachi, May 13, 1992.)  
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Professors  
(Abroad)  
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(50)  
 

Prof. Dr. Muhiyyuddin Alwai, Azhar University,  
Cario, (Egypt)  

 
Renowned scholar Ahmed Raza Khan visited 

Arabia twice to perform Haj at Makkah and pay homage to 
holy prophet at Madina. During his stay there he visited 
various centers of learning and had extensive exchange of 
views with the scholars covering various branches of 
learning and religious issues. He secured permission from 
some authentic to quote their in reference to particular 
(Hadith) and in return he allowed them to mention his 
authority in respect of some other Hadith.  

 
It is an o)d saving that scholarly talent and poetic 

exuberance rarely combine in one person but Ahmed Raza 
Khan was an exception. His achievements contradict this 
diction. He was not only an acknowledged research scholar 
but also a renowned poet as well.  

(Sawt-uI-Sharq, Carlo, Feb, 1970, p.16-17)  
 

(51)  
 

Shaikh Abdul Fattah Abu Ghadda,  
Muhammad Bin Saud University, Riyadh, (Saudi 

Arabia)  
 

One of my friends was accompanying me on a 
journey and carried of Fatawa-e-Razvia (judicial opinion of 
Ala Hazrat.)  
 

By chance I read a fatwa in Arabic, I was 
overwhelmed by the flow of his language the force of the 
logic and relevant quotations from sunnat and ancient 
authorities on the subject.  
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I was convinced, even hearing a cursory glance of 

only one judicial opinion (Fatwa) that the person is a great 
learned scholar with deep juristic insight.  

(Imam Ahmed Raza Arbab etc, P.194)  
 

(52)  
 

Prof. Abdul Shakur Shad, Kabul University,  
Kabul (Afghanistan)  

 
The research works of Allama Ahmed Raza Khan 

are worth presenting. There is a due need that historical and 
cultural societies of India, Pakistan, Afghan and Iran 
together with other such institutions must keep all his 
writings duly catalogued in there libraries.  

(Payghamat-e-yum-.i-Raza, P.33)  
 

(53)  
 

Dr. Barbara D. Matcalf, Department of History, 
 Barkley University, America:  

 
He was outstanding from the very beginni1g on 

account of his extra ordinary intelligence. He enjoyed a 
divine gift of deep insight in mathematics. It is said that he 
solved a mathematical problem for Dr. Ziauddin for  
which the learned mathematician was intending to visit 
Germany.  
 

2  
 

Ahmed Raza himself was a towering figure, revered 
for his extraordinary memory, mental agility, and 
intellectual capacity, and honoured as a Mujaddid and a 
Shaikh. Circumspect in his relation the British 
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Government, he sought above all to guard what he saw as 
correct practice and to make religion vital in the personal 
life of Muslims of his day.  

 
(Maarif-e-Raza Vol XI International Edition, 1991 

P.18) (Barbara D Metcalf, Muslim Religious leadership etc. 
Barkley, 1974, p.35-36)  

 
(54)  

 
Prof. Dr. 3. M. S. Baljon, Department of Islamology,  

University of Leiden, Holland  
 

“Indeed a great scholar” I must confess when 
reading his Fatwas I am deeply impressed by the 
immensely wide reading he demonstrate in his 
argumentations. Above it, his views appear much more 
balanced than I expected. You are completely right; he 
deserves to be better known and more appreciated in the 
west than is the case at present.  

(Extracted from the letter dated: 21-11.1986 
addressed to Prof. Dr. Muhammad Masud Ahmed.)  

 
 
2 

 
The more I read and study the works of Ahmed 

Raza Khan the more I become impressed by his enormous 
erudition. He knows his subjects and he understands like a 
good educationist his public very well, in particular he is 
aware of their needs and allows them of lot of ‘ruf practices 
on the express condition that their ‘niyya’ be sound. So I 
think he is not fairly judged by western Islamicists.  

(Extracted from the letter dated 91-1987 addressed 
Arao Sultan al-Mujahid)  
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3 
 

As for Ahmed Raza Khan I am deeply impressed by 
his broad knowledge of the classical fiqh-works; in general 
his views are well-balanced and even for an outsider 
‘sensible’.  

(Extracted from the letter dated 11-6-1987 
addressed to Prof. Dr. Muhammad Masud Ahmed).  

 
(55)  

 
Prof. Dr. Hanif Akhtar Fatimi, Head of the Department  

of Cybernetic, University of London, London (U.K)  
 

Imam Ahmed Raza (1921) has given a 
comprehensive and fine exposition of the ‘Ideal Islamic 
system of Education’. This work provides a basis to 
understand legal, spiritual, political and material aspects of 
social life of Islam. My work “Islamic concept of 
education” is an English resource of Imam Raza’s work.   

(Hanif Akhtar Fatimi, Islamic Conception of 
Education, Stockport (UK) P.2)  

 
56  

Prof. Ghayath-ul-Din Quraishi, Department of  
English, University of New Castle. (UK)  

 
Imam Ahmed Raza (1856-1921) was a genius. His 

main interest in life was theology but like many other men 
of genious he demonstrated his proficiency in a number of 
disciplines of human knowledge. Just to name only a few 
areas of his outstanding achievements, we may mention 

(a) his translation of Holy Qur’an into Urdu 
language (Kanz-ul-Iman, 1911), 

(b) his verdicts on Islamic law concerning a period 
of fifty year (Fatawa Rizawiyya, published posthumously), 
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(c) treatises on Mathematics and Muslim identity in the 
British, India and 

(d) his immortal collection of religious poetry 
(Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish) 1907.  

 
He belonged to an illustrious family of Muslim 

theologians, and his mother tongue was Urdu language. As 
part of his training as a Muslim jurist he attained the 
highest level of proficiency in Persian and Arabic. Since he 
was linguistically preconscious he became well versed in 
Hindi as well, which was spoken by a vast number of 
Indian peoples, numerically only next to Urdu language. 
So, we are bound to say that his linguistic skills and poetic 
gifts manifest themselves through urdu, Persian, Arabic and 
Hindi languages.  

 
His contributions towards the study of juristic 

problems in the light of Hanfia School of thought shows 
such a vast learning and acute penetrating intelligence that 
he deserves a place at the top. He was a man of innovative 
refined thinking and extensive learning. Deep insight and 
clarity of thought are the main qualities of mind.  

(Maarif-i-Raza, Karachi, 1983. P.93)  
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Judges  
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(57)  
 

Justice Qadeer uddin Ahmed, Chief Justice Sindh High  
Court, and Governor of Sindh, Karachi (Pakistan)  

 
His intelligence, innovative thinking, memory, 

knowledge and vast study is not common. It is rare.  
(Presidential address, Imam Ahmed Raza 

Conference, Karachi, 1982)  
 

58  
 

Justice Sayyid Shujaat Ali Qadri, Shariat Court, Govt.  
of Pakistan, Islamabad, (Pakistan)  

 
1 
 

Ala-Hazrat’s appearance is such a commanding 
stature in terms of knowledge and action that every man of 
letters takes it to an honour and pride to write about him. 
This ‘worthless’ man also has the honour of opportunity 
and has contributed some write-ups and articles to Ala 
Hazrat. My first compilation in Arabic, entitled () has been 
published and distributed all the world over, and this 
practice is going on regularly and steadily.  

 
As all the men of letters know that the Ala-Hazrat 

was born in such a callous period when the Muslim 
Ummah had been threatening by different ‘fitnas’ 
(seductions) from all sides. But among all the prevalent 
seductions, the most dangerous and harmful was one which 
meant to intrude non Islamic elements in the beliefs of the 
Ahl-e-Sunnat.  
 

The Ala-Hazrat performed incomparable services to 
safeguard the beliefs of the ah1-eSunnat. He wrote several 
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books for the rejection of the shirk (polytheism) and for the 
dissuasion from the beda’ats (innovations in din causing 
divergences). He safeguarded the place of Nabuwat 
(prophethood), Sahabiyat (companionship). Ahle-Bait (the 
Members of the Holy prophets family), vilayat (the 
Friendship with Allah the magnificent): He published 
crushing and silencing answers of the criticism brought 
forward by the atheists () and heretics and apostates against 
the revered mystics of Islam and Islamic mysticism (). As 
far as my study is concerned, the Ala-Hazrat had always 
good opinion about all the Muslims, and took all the 
Muslims to Muslims, did not scratch and touch the people’s 
beliefs, and did never scold unreasonably to speak rubbish 
to others. But if someone would have committed any 
mistake in writing of speech, he invited him again and 
again to return to the Truth ( ). This is the method which is 
called the good conduct of the Holy Prophet.  

 
May Allah the Magnificent benefit us from the 

benevolence of the Ahl-Ullah (Friends of Allah)  
(Imam Ahmed Raza Conference  

Souvenir 1988 Page No.14)  
 

2  
 

He was pious like Ahmed Bin Hanbal and Shaikh 
Abdul Qadir Jilani. He had true acumen and insight of 
Imam Abu Hanifa and imam Abu Yusuf. He commanded 
the force of logic like Razi and Ghazali, bold enough like 
Mujaddid Alf-a-Sani and Mansoor Hallaj to proclaim the 
truth. Indeed he was intolerant to non-believers, kind and 
sympathetic to devotees and affectionates of holy prophet  

 
(Maarif-i-Raza, Karachi. 1983, P.122)  
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(59),  
 

Justice Shamim Hussain Qadri, Punjab High Court,  
Lahore (Pakistan)  

 
He was a devotee of holy prophet to the deepest 

chambers of his heart and to popularize this attitude is the 
need of the hour. Love, affection and devotion to Holy 
Prophet’s personality is the only solution to the 
multifarious problems of our temporal life and solution in 
the life here-after.  

(Maqalat-Yum-i-Raza, Vol ii P.18)  
 

(60)  
Justice Naeemuddin, Judge, Supreme Court of 

 Pakistan  
 

Imam Ahmed Raza’s grand personality, a 
representation of our most esteemed ancestors, is history- 
making, and a history unicentral in his ‘self’.  

 
You may estimate his high place from the fact that 

he spent all his lifetime in expressing the praise of the great 
and suspicious, Holy Prophet ’ in defending his veneration, 
in delivering speeches regarding his good conduct (.- and in 
promoting and spreading the law of Shariah which was 
revealed upon him for the entire humanity for all times. His 
renowned name is Muhammad the Prophet of Allah the 
almighty. This valuable books written by a cyclopaediac 
scholar like Imam Ahmed Raza are the ‘lamps of light’ in 
my view, which will keep enlightened and radiant the 
hearts and minds of the man of knowledge and insight for a 
long time.  

(Imam Ahmed Raza Conference Souvenir 
Karachi, 1988, P.11)  
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(61)  
 

Mawlana Kausar Niyazi, Minister of Religious Affairs,  
Government of Pakistan, Islamabad. (Pakistan)  

 
A man named Ahmed Raza Khan Bareilvi who is 

acknowledged leading personality as regards Naat Goi i.e. 
composition of poetry in praise of Holy Prophet ç 1i  
Some people may not agree with him in some aspects, may 
differ in interpretation of details of some article of faith. 
But the fact can not be denied that complete devotion to 
holy prophet personality is the basic theme of his poetry.  

 
Imam Ahmed Raza Khan of Bareilvi school of 

thought was a great religious orator but his prominent 
characteristics is the complete wholehearted devotion to the 
Holy Prophet. His Naatia poetry (Poetry in praise of holy 
prophet) amply reflects his deep seated, all-embracing love 
and affection for the Holy Prophet.   

 
His Naatia poetry verses in praise of Holy Prophet 

extensively and popularly recited in religious gatherings 
with great fervour and affection.  

(Kausar Niazi: Andaz-i-Bayan, P.89-90)  
  

(62)  
 

Khan Muhammad Ali Khan of Hooti, Minister of  
Education,  

Government of Pakistan, Islamabad, (Pakistan)  
 

 
Ala-Hazrat continued to spread the message of 

Islam with all the energy at his command.  
Many a religious movements having their 

ideological basis in the alien thought and philosophy were 
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being propagated among Muslims but Ala-Hazrat was 
unmoved. He continued to struggle to protect the true spirit 
of Islam and rejected the ideas relevant to the traditional 
culture of Islam. He succeeded in preserving the bright 
outlook of Islam that existed in the glorious days of holy 
prophet and his pious successors.  

 
He was a man of deep affection love and devotion 

for holy prophet. He never knocked any other door. He saw 
no other light except the light reflected by holy prophets 
personality. He sought nobody’s pleasure except the benign 
patronage of prophet. He observed the light of Holy 
Prophet illuminating every nook and corner. Thus he 
composed his Naatia Poetry.  

 
The standard that he set is a beacon light for new 

commers in this field. This affection, passion and devotion 
will continue to inspire people for all times to come.  

(Weekly Ufaq, Karachi, 6th Feb, 1980, P.30)  
 

(63)  
 

Rare Admiral M. I. Arshad, Chairman Karachi Port  
Trust, Karachi. (Pakistan)  

 
Personality of Ala-Hazrat Imam Ahmed Raza Khan 

of Bareilvi is so multi-dimensional and all embracing that it 
needs an expert of the particular field to comment on his 
work in that field. He wrote about one thousand books on 
various subjects. Such versatility and intensity is found 
neither in his time nor after him  

(Ma‘arif-i-Raza, Karachi, 1983, P.283)  
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(64)  
 

Late Mr. Ishtiaque Hussain Qureshi ex-Minister of 
Education Government of Pakistan and Vice 

Chancellor University of Karachi (Sindh - Pakistan)  
 

Books and treatises, written by Imam Ahmed Raza, 
are nearly one thousand in number. The impact of his 
personality and work upon his followers is so immense that 
any other contemporary metaphysician could not attract his 
followers. In the beginning of the Khilafat Movement, the 
Ali Brother visited him to seek his signature on the Fatwa, 
regarding the non-cooperation movement. Imam Ahmed 
Raza said: “Mawlana there is a difference between your 
and my politics. You are a supporter of the Hindu Muslim 
Unity, but I am an opponent. When the Imam Saheb felt 
that the Ali Brothers have become dejected, he said, 
Mawlana I am not against the political freedom of the 
Muslims, but I oppose the Hindu Muslim Unity”.  

For this opposition, the great reason was that the 
supporters of the (Hindu-Muslim) Unity, with their 
arguments good or bad, had flown away so far that a 
religious scholar (alim-e-deen) could not support this unity. 
Mawlana Ahmed Raza Khan Bareilvi raised objections on 
some writings and actions of Mawlana Abdul Ban Farangi 
Mahali, who has himself fairly confused in these words; “I 
commit many a sins, knowingly or unknowingly, hut I am 
ashamed of them. Verbally, practically and in writing, J 
committed such matters for which 1 never thought that 
those were sins. But Mawlana Ahmed Raza Khan maintain 
them as a divergence or betrayal from Islam and hence 
accountability is unavoidable, and as there is no decision or 
example left by the forerunners so I recant and affirm my 
full confidence in the decision and thinking of Mawlana 
Ahmed Raza Khan.  

(Ma‘arif-e-Raza, Karachi, Vol 1986, P.83)  
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65  
 

Chaudhry Shaukat All, Additional Secretary Incharge  
Ministry of the Religion and Minorities Affairs,  

Government of Pakistan.  
 

Al Hazrat, undoubtedly, was a versatile genius, born 
rarely in the nations. He brought forward practical 
measures to solve the socioeconomic problems of the Indo-
Pak sub continent, and he did not only introduce the 
Muslims with the Faculties of knowledge having 
international advantages, for example, the Mathematics and 
Economics, hut he also got acknowledged the superiority of 
the Muslims of the sub continent in the field of education.  

 
The most grandeur and commendable aspect of his 

life is promoting the love for Mustafa (). Today the candles 
which are burning in the breasts of the Muslims of the Indo 
Pakistan are the outcome of the red burning match of Imam 
Ahmed Raza. 

(Imam Ahmed Raza Conference. Karachi  
Souvenir, 1991 P.38)  
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WRITERS, JOURNALISTS  

ETC.  
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66  
 

Shah Maria Mian Qadri, Pili Bhit (India)  
 

Anjuman Nomania Hind’ Lahore is the pioneer 
religious organization that may claim the historical 
importance for the cause of promotion of Islamic research 
and preaching.  

 
In one of its congregation Allama Iqbal had the 

opportunity to meet Ala-Hazrat and recite a (Naat) poem in 
praise of Holy Prophet. ’Ala Hazrat liked it.  

(Swaneh A’la Hazrat, Karachi. p.15.)  
 

(67) 
 

Niaz Fatehpuri, well known journalist and critic etc.  
 

Poetry and literature are my domains in particular. I 
have gone through Naatia poetry of Ahmed Raza Khan 
with interest and attention. The first impression which one 
gathers from his poetry is that of his devout love for the 
Holy Prophet of Islam and secondly one is struck by his 
vastness of knowledge, sublimity of thought simply as a 
foil to his love for the prophet in his Na’ats. This note of 
individuality sounds like poetic exaggeration to those who 
are unaware of his poetic art. In fact his ideas are full of 
realism. Mawlana Hasrat Mohani (a poet and freedom 
fighter) was also highly appreciative of Ahmed Raza Khan. 
Ahmed Raza Khan was also well versed in Arabic idiom 
and the art of scansion.  

 
(Neglected genius of the East, Lahore, 1991, P.17)  
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68  
 

Mawlana Mahir-ul-Qadri, (Indo-Pak famous journalist, 
Poet etc.)  

 
Mawlana Ahmed Raza Khan was alround scholar of 

religious thought and philosophy.  
 
He enjoyed commanding knowledge of 

Mathematics as well. But he had the unique privilege of 
specializing in Naatia poetry (i.e. composition of poems in 
praise of Holy Prophet () altogether neglecting traditional 
romantic poetry of Urdu literature.  

 
His brother Mawlana Hasan Raza was a romantic 

poet and as his pupil sought guidance from renowned 
romantic poet of the time ‘Dagh’ Dehlvi once he recited the 
following complete of Ala-Hazrat before ‘Dagh’ 

 
Dagh was over whelmed and remarked ‘A Moulvi’ 

(deeply religious man) writes such a romantic coumplet?  
(Faran, Karachi, Sep. 1973, P.44-45)  

 
(69)  

 
Maqbool Jahangir (Well known Journalist of Pakistan)  

 
The poetic and literary genius of Ala-Hazrat is also 

as high as his other sc1io1arly achievements. It is an irony 
of fate that almost all good poets who have composed Natia  
Kalam, have one way or the other found place in literary 
history but due importance has not been given to the works 
of Ala-Hazrat. The fact can not be denied that his Natia 
verses can be favourable compared with others. High sense 
of devotion, sublimity of thoughts, poetic diction and 
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passionate love for Holy Prophet are reflected every where 
in his Natia poetry. Indeed it is a new world of delight.  

(AIa-Hazrat Bareilvi, U.K. p.12)  
 

(70)  
 

Hafiz Bashir Ahmed Ghaziabadi, Well known column  
writer of the Daily Jang, Karachi  

 
There is a common misunderstanding that Ala-

Hazrat has not observed the limits of Shariah while 
composing verses in the praise of holy Prophet. It is really a 
misconception; I only quote the following verses.  

 
It is only the poetic version of the injunction that 

Allah is the creator. Muhammad   is his servant but his 
most beloved servant is his greatest creation and is the lord 
of all creation.  

 
No doubt such verses rekindle the basic spirit of 

faith with a sense of pleasure. Indeed Allah created every 
thing for the sake of Holy Prophet.   

 
It is he who has taken his beloved prophet to 

unimaginable heights of heavens, he is the benefactor on 
the Day of Judgment. Orphan son of Abdullah, dearest son 
of Amna, Saqi-e-Kausar is the last messenger the 
benefactor of all mankind, lord of all creator had no 
shadow. In fact there is none like him.  
No doubt he is servant of Allah but supreme among all 
creation.  

(Noor Muhammad Qadri;  
Ala-Hazrat ki Shairi Par Aik Nazar, Lahore 1975 P.37)  
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(71)  
 

Mian Muhammad Shafi, Well known column-writer of  
the Daily .Jang and Nawa-i-Waqt, Lahore  

 
The poetic work of Hafeez Jallendhary have evoked 

the same passion and enthusiasm to up hold the Islamic 
fundamental values in the young generation of the 
subcontinent which reminds the Natia Kalam and mass 
contact movement of Ala-Hazrat through which he 
rekindled the light of Islamic faith and values in the 
Muslims during the 2nd and 3rd decade of the present 
century.  
Verses like:-  

 
“Mustafa Jan-e-Rehmat pay Lakhone Salam”. 

echoed in the very length and breadth of India during the 
last fifty years.  

 
In the same spirit recitation of couplets from Shah 

Nama-e-Islam composed by Hafeez are also echoing in  
mosques and schools of the country for the last 50 ‘ears as 
if emanating from the very heart and soul of the people.  

(Daily  Nawa-i-Waqt. Lahore, 22nd. 1973)  
 

(72)  
Manzul-ul-Haque, Famous writer and Journalist of  

Jamat-e-Islami, Maharashtar, India  
 

The study of Imam’s books reveal that his versatile 
genius and scholarly standing is superior to the combined 
wisdom and learning of other Ulema and scholars.  

 
(Monthly Hijaz-i-Jadid, New Delhi, 

 Jan 1989, P.54)  
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(73)  
 

Hakim Muhammad Said, Chairman Hamdard 
Foundation Pakistan  

 
During the last century, the place of Mawlana 

Ahmed Raza Khan is distinctively remarkable among the 
creed of scholars (tabqa-e-Ulma) the great personalities 
who appeared on the scene. The canvas of his academic, 
religious and pan-Islamic (milli) services is very vast. The 
Fazil Bareilvi has cyclopacediac knowledge and skill in the 
condition of the Islamic Laws (Fiqh) and the faculties of 
religious knowledge (deeni Uloom). His unique insight 
represents the mind and thoughts of the scholars of the past  
(Ulema-e-Self) in the fields of science and medicine,  
and had no distinction between the religious and temporal 
branches of knowledge.  
 

The facts of his personality invite both the scholars 
of the present age and the students of the universities, to 
read and think about the problems of life and universe. 
From his accomplished works the most valuable academic 
heritage for us, through a resourceful study of his life and 
works, we may bring many new vistas of knowledge 
(Sciences and Arts) into light.  

(Imam Ahmed Raza Conference, Souvenir  
Karachi, 1988, P.i5)  

 
(74)  

 
Mir Khalil-ur-Rehman, Editor-in-Chief, Daily Jang 
(Urdu), Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi, Quetta and 

London UK)  
 

Ala-Hazrat Imam Raza Khan possessed flamboyant 
characteristics. Allah the almighty had bestowed upon him 
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a mind, powerful and apprehensive. He had completed the 
study of all the customary prescribed books even in his 
tender age. The Ala-Hazrat had no parallel in the 
knowledge, both religious and temporal, and he was a 
unique writer of countless books and treatises. Millions of 
people belong to his school of thought in the Indo-Pak sub-
continent.  

(Imam Ahmed Raza Conference, Souvenir  
Karachi, 1987 Page No.28)  
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IMAM AHMED RAZA’S RELIGIOUS POETRY  
 

A PRAYER  
 

Translated by Prof. G. D. Qureshi  
 

O Allah! We need your help in every place;  
May the Prophet solve our problems with his grace;  
 
O Allah! I wish to forget my death’s agony and pain; 
Seeing the Prophet after death will be my gain!  
 
O Allah! in the night, in the darkness of my grave May I 
see the Prophet’s bright face and feel brave!  
 
O Allah! in the day of judgment’s reign of terror May I 
have your beloved Prophet as my intercessor!  
 
O Allah! when the thirsty tongues begin to shrink, May the 
generous Prophet give us a heavenly drink!  
 
O Allah! when the sun punishes us in a horrible manner, 
May the shadowless Prophet gather us under his banner!  
 
O Allah! when the bodies burn and throats choke, May we 
feel the air from the Prophet’s merciful cloak!  
 
O Allah! when the angels present our deeds’ report May the 
screener of human faults come to cur support!  
 
O Allah! when I weep helplessly in despair,  
May those smiling lips offer up for me a prayer!  
 
O Allah! when I cry out for assistance and pity,  
May the tears of those compassionate eyes help me!  
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O Allah! when my misdeeds cause a serious outrage! Max’ 
the Prophet’s graceful eyes give me courage!  
 
O Allah! when the dangerous bridge I am crossing, May 
the kind Hashemi Prophet give me his blessing!  
 
O Allah! when I walk on the edge of the sword,  
May the Prophet say, “Grant him peace, 0 Lord!”  
 
O Allah! when I pray sincerely anywhere!  
May the angels say “Amen” after my prayer!  
 
O Allah! when Raza rises on the day of resurrection, May 
he possess the real wealth of the Prophet’s affection!  
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What would happen!  
 

The path is thorn ridden;  
Good Heavens, what would happen!  
The feet are blister stricken;  
 

What would happen!  
 

The blood is cold with fear;  
The enemy is ruthlessly severe;  
So near that he is almost here;  
 

What would happen!  
 

We always do deliberately;  
What makes our friend angry;  
Now he looks upon us indifferently;  
 

What would happen!  
 

Who cares for this physical frame?  
The material self is just a name;  
True love is heart’s ultimate aim;  
 

What would happen!  
 

When the saviour offers a remedy;  
Very kindly and most compassionately;  
We turn it down quite stubbornly; 
 

What would happen!  
 

My heart could willingly heed;  
And look after me in this time of need;  
But it is itself severely ill, indeed;  
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What would happen!  
 

The nightingale’s wings are clipped;  
It is newly captured and caged;  
Poor soul is infuriated and enraged;  
 

Good Heavens, what would happen!  
 

One against whom we sinned in secrecy;  
And deceived others through hypocrisy;  
He knows the details of our action and policy; 
 

What would happen!  
 

O careless criminal! Look ahead;  
Though bitter, the truth must be said;  
The sword is hanging over your head;  
 

What would happen!  
 

O healer! your ailing devotee;  
Appeals to your sense of mercy;  
He loses his consciousness repeatedly;  
 

What would happen!  
 

The selfish urges try to prevail;  
My reproaches are of no avail;  
My heart is now weak and pale;  
 

What would happen!  
 

The dark deeds, which we have done,  
Will surely take us to the prison;  
Yet we hope to go to the garden;  
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What would happen!  
 

Wake up O sleepy traveller!  
Get ready to go on the road further!  
Beware of the imminent danger!  
 

What would happen!  
 

The destination is far away;  
it is already very late in the day;  
The journey is through a risky way;  
 

What would happen!  
 

When would you come home again?  
How long in the desert would you remain?  
O traveller, what is wrong with your brain?  
 

What would happen!  
 

The burden is becoming heavier;  
The body is growing weaker;  
Perhaps death is drawing nearer;  
 

What would happen!  
 

I want to cross the river;  
I cannot find a boat here;  
The stormy waves are far and near;  
 

What would happen!  
 

My path is on the sword’s edge;  
The soles of my feet have a grudge;  
Even against the thorns of the hedge;  
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What would happen!  
 

We are accustomed to light;  
Alas! our house is not bright;  
It is as dark as the night;  
 

What would happen!  
 

A river of fire is the hurdle;  
Between us and our cherished ideal;  
We are determined to overcome this obstacle,  
 

What would happen!  
 

The heat of the sun is scorching;  
Its excessive light is dazzling;  
The flames of fire are threatening;  
 

What would happen!  
 

We have suffered terribly;  
Our boat has wrecked suddenly;  
When the stormy waves raged violently;  
 

What would happen!  
 

Tomorrow I hope to see.  
My beloved’s unique beauty.  
I have lost my sight sudde1y.  
 

What would happen!  
 

I am ashamed of my face;  
My trial will be held in a public place;  
How shocking it is! What a disgrace;  
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What would happen!  
 

Perhaps he will show mercy;  
I depend on his generosity;  
My deeds have reduced me to misery; 
 

What would happen!  
 

The Master’s soldiers are here;  
The day of accountability is near;  
I am trembling with fear;  
 

What would happen!  
 

Who dares to be argumentative?  
God’s knowledge is all pervasive.  
Confession is the only alternative; 
 

What would happen!  
 

My companions have left me;  
Here helplessness’is my tragedy;  
Loneliness in now my destiny;  
 

What would happen!  
 

Let us embrace before parting;  
Alas! it is our last meeting;  
There is no use of crying or grumbling; 
 

What would happen!  
 

If I had some wisdom and farsight;  
I would not have loved at the first sight;  
The pains of the journey give me a fright;  
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What would happen!  
 

Why should we cry for the dead?  
They have lived their lives and fled;  
Now a similar destiny awaits us ahead;  
 

What would happen!  
 

This world has its own attraction;  
While dying it may cause distraction;  
I am afraid of this imperfection;  
 

What would happen!  
 

I am aggrieved at my situation;  
Friends are vivid in my imagination;  
Their voices and faces demand attention; 
 

What would happen!  
 

I have a lot more to say;  
Destiny now forbids me to stay;  
My term of life has passed away;  
 

What would happen!  
 

O Raza! Why do you worry?  
Arise confidently and be merry!  
When “To forgive” is God’s quality,  
 

What would happen!  
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